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so successful had not the developing eco lomic processes
within India been such as to favour their game. The new
phase may, therefore, be regarded also as indicating how
successful the secondary middle classes in India have
been, the Muslim and other bourgeoisies in their struggles
against the dominant Hindu one; they have enticed their
own lower classes to support them in their separatist
demands. But these in their turn would not have been so
successful either, had the forces within the lower classes
themselves not played somewhat into their hands. Finally,
therefore, one must see in the new phase also a sign of the
masses' striving towards freedom in new terms; in the
limited cultural terms that they can understand.
The situation is new in that the anti-communalist cry is
being used by the Hindu reactionaries to cover a programme
of exploitation. This can be understood only at the level of
economic development. Capitalism has developed in India,
as in Europe,* unevenly. In some areas and groups the
process began earlier and has proceeded farther than in
others. By now, the earliest and most powerful capitalist
group, which may be called * Hindu' for lack of a more
precise name, has developed to a point where it is ready to
dominate the entire country; while other capitalist groups,
in more remote areas, emerged and have developed to
a point where they are ready to resist that domination.
Numerous separatist movements arose during the late 1930's:
not only the Muslim, but in Andhra, etc. Nationalism, it
must be remembered, is a bourgeois enthusiasm: an emotion
that, though it finally extends also to the lower classes,
arises with an arising bourgeoisie. The ' Hindu * middle
classes, who have been running the dominant capitalism
within India, have throughout been the dominant leaders
of the anti-British Indian nationalism (and of that national-
ism's organization, the Congress.) For long they were able
to bring into their anti-British following, under that emotion
of Indian nationalism, virtually all the inhabitants of the
country. We shall devote a subsequent chapter to studying
the Muslims' participation in the Indian nationalist movement.